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Preliminary Ecological Assessment 

Ffordd y Felin, Bryncrug 

 

Proposed Housing Development 

 

27th July 2022 
 

 

1. Summary  

 

A preliminary ecological assessment, (PEA) was carried out by Cambrian Ecology Ltd on a field 

adjacent to Ffordd y Felin in Bryncrug.  It is proposed to develop the site for housing with the 

construction of 14 units. 

 

The survey revealed that the site is dominated by improved grassland, with hedge lines on the 

western and part of the northern boundaries.  Also present is a small stand of bracken; (Pteridium 

aquilinum).  Two individual trees are also present, but these are outside the site boundary. 

 

No ‘Invasive Non-Native Species’ (INNS) were recorded on the site. 

 

It is recommended that all hedges which border the site are retained due to their diverse benefits to 

Biodiversity and role in providing habitat connectivity for species such as bats.  

 

Provided that measures are taken to protect the roots of the hedges, the proposed development should 

have no significant impact on botanical biodiversity.   

 

As a result of the data search, bat roosts are known to be present in the area.  Recommendations have 

therefore been made to ensure that there is no inhibition of bats movements as a result of 

inappropriate illumination, see Section 9.2. 

 

Recommendations are also provided in regard to the potential for nesting birds to be present within 

the hedgerow habitats on site if any works are to impact on these habitats, along with some 

precautionary measures relating to the potential presence of badgers; (Meles meles) and hedgehogs; 

(Erinaceous europaeus). 

 

The biological records search, which was carried out with the Local Records Centre, (LRC) ‘Cofnod’ 

revealed that there are two statutory designated sites within the 10km radius search area.  Due 

however to the lack of any form of connectivity with these sites, it is not considered feasible that 

there will be any negative impact on any of these sites. 

  

Under Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales 11, Planning Authorities must seek to maintain and 

enhance Biodiversity in the exercise of their functions.  In this case Biodiversity enhancements will 

be achieved through the inclusion of ‘bat tubes’ within the fabric of the eight properties which border 

the western boundary hedge. 
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Key Messages: 

  

1. It is recommended that all hedge lines & trees are retained due to their benefits to 

Biodiversity and role in providing habitat connectivity, see Section 9.1. 

2. Recommendations are provided for any exterior lighting in order to prevent a negative 

impact on bat species through habitat fragmentation, see Section 9.2.  

3. Some reasonable avoidance measures (RAMS) are provided to avoid any negative 

impact on nesting birds, badgers and hedgehogs see Section 9.2.  

4. Biodiversity enhancements will be achieved through the inclusion of ‘bat tubes’ within 

the fabric of the eight properties which border the western boundary hedge, see Section 

10.  

 

 

2. Introduction 

 

A PEA was carried out by Cambrian Ecology Ltd on a field adjacent to Ffordd y Felin in Bryncrug.  

It is proposed to develop the site for housing with the construction of 14 units. 

 

The relevant Planning Authority is the Snowdonia National Park Authority, (SNPA) which requires 

an ecological survey report to be submitted as an integral part of the planning application. 

 

The proposed development site is located on the edge of the village of Bryncrug at Grid Reference 

SH 60803 03066. 

 

 

3. Methodologies 

 

The surveys were conducted on 19th July 2022 by ecologist Chris Hall (Bat Licence No S085724-1).  

Chris has been working as an independent ecologist for 17 years and has held a bat license from 

CCW/NRW for 26 years.  He is an associate member of Chartered Institute of Ecology & 

Environmental Management (CIEEM).   

 

3.1 Habitats 

 

The survey took the form of an extended Phase I survey and identified baseline ecological 

conditions, as well as any important or notable habitats.  All habitats within the proposed 

development site were classified, species lists were drawn up for each habitat type identified and the 

habitat condition was assessed.  In the context of this report, important or notable habitats are 

considered to be those which are of a sustainable size and which meet any of the following criteria: 

• Habitats which have a high intrinsic ecological value, i.e. they support a diverse range of 

vascular plant and/or faunal species; 

• Mature or semi-natural habitats in built-up areas; 

• Environment Wales Act priority habitats; 

• Habitats considered as having a significant extent and/or ecological interest; 

• Invasive Non-Native Species, (INNS); 
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All habitats considered as having the potential to support rare, protected or otherwise notable species 

of flora and fauna were noted, as were any direct signs of these species.  Where possible, habitats 

were cross-referenced to any relevant UK/Wales priority habitats. 

 

3.2 Protected Species 

 

The site was assessed on its potential to support any protected or important species.  During this 

survey, a search was made for field signs of protected or notable species and assessments made of 

the potential of habitats to support these species.  In the context of this report important or notable 

species are considered to be those that meet any of the following criteria: 

• Species protected by British or international law; 

• Environment Wales Act priority species; 

• Nationally rare or scarce species; 

• Species of Conservation Concern (e.g. JNCC Red List, RSPB/BTO Red or Amber lists); 

 

In particular, field signs of badgers, hedgehogs and nesting birds were searched for within the 

boundaries of the site during the survey.  Footprints, footpaths, hair on boundary fences, latrines and 

signs of foraging were the main indicators of badger presence noted, along with any setts.  Records 

of birds carrying food or nesting material would indicate active nests, although in general the habitats 

present on the site were used to assess the potential for nesting birds, commuting/foraging bats and 

hedgehogs to be present on the site.  Any trees present were assessed from the ground, using 

binoculars, for potential bat roosting features. 

 

3.3 Desk Study 

 

A biological records search was carried out with Cofnod for all priority species, habitats and 

designated sites as recommended in the guidance from CIEEM.  This enables the proposed 

development site to be assessed in a wider context and a potential wider ‘zone of influence’ of the 

development to be taken into account.  The search parameters were a 10km radius of the survey area 

in relation to protected/designated habitats and priority/protected species within a 2km radius. 

 

 

4 Survey Limitations 

 

Field signs for protected and important species are often difficult to find or absent from a site.  For 

this reason, the site and its habitats are assessed on their potential to support these species. 

 

A silage crop had recently been harvested from the field at the time of the survey.  The harvesting 

operation didn’t however extend into the field margins allowing a comprehensive species list to be 

identified. 
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5 Results 

 

5.1 Habitat 

 

There is a limited range of habitats present with the site being dominated by improved grassland.  

Also present are hedges on two boundaries and a small stand of bracken.  Two individual trees are 

also present, but these are outside the site boundary. 

  

5.1.1 Bracken 

 

There is a small stand of continuous bracken in the south-west corner of the site which appears to 

have evolved due to the difficulty of cropping this corner of the field for silage. 

 

This stand is very dense and the only other species recorded were ragwort; (Senecio jacobaea) and 

occasional bramble; (Rubus fruticosus). 

 

5.1.2 Hedges 

 

There are two hedges on the site boundaries, both of which are classed as ‘species poor’. 

 

The hedge on the western side of the site extends for the entire boundary of the site and is a dense, 

intact habitat feature that has not been excessively managed. 

 

Species present include hawthorn; (Crataegus monogyna), blackthorn; (Prunus spinosa), wych elm; 

(Ulmus glabra), elder; (Sambucus nigra) and bramble with oak; (Quercus petraea) present only as a 

very minor component. 

 

Non-woody species associated with the hedge include bracken, broadleaved dock; (Rumex 

obtusifolius) and cleavers; (Galium aparine). 

 

There is also a partial hedge on the northern boundary which only extends for approximately one 

third of the boundary. 

 

Species present include hawthorn, blackthorn, elder, bramble, holly; (Ilex aquifolium), sycamore; 

(Acer pseudoplatanus) and privet; (Ligustrum vulgare). 

 

5.1.3 Improved Grassland 

 

Improved grassland is the dominant habitat on the site.  This habitat appears to be heavily managed, 

and a silage crop had recently been harvested at the time of the survey.  The harvesting operation 

didn’t however extend into the field margins allowing a comprehensive species list to be identified.  

A larger area of the field was also left uncut in the south-east corner of the field, but this area did not 

display a more diverse species assemblage than the rest of the site. 
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 The habitat is very heavily dominated by grasses with broadleaved species only present as very 

minor components. 

 

Grass species present include perennial ryegrass; (Lolium perenne), Yorkshire fog; (Holcus lanatus), 

cock’s foot; (Dactylis glomerata), common bent; (Agrostis capillaris) and false oat grass; 

(Arrhenatherum elatius). 

 

Broadleaved species present include creeping buttercup; (Ranunculus repens), creeping thistle; 

(Cirsium arvense), ribwort plantain; (Plantago lanceolata) and yarrow; (Achillea millefolium).  

Black knapweed; (Centauria nigra) is present in places around the field margins where there is also 

occasional encroachment by nettle; (Urtica dioica) and bramble. 

 

5.1.4 Trees 

 

There are two trees just outside the boundary of the site in the north-western corner.  These trees 

should be unaffected by the proposals, but some precautionary measures have been recommended to 

prevent any damage to root systems, see Section 9.1.4. 

 

These trees are a semi-mature oak and a semi-mature sycamore.  Both have some ivy; (Hedera helix) 

cover but are both in good health with no obvious defects. 

 

 
Figure 2: Aerial photograph of the proposed development site 
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5.1.5 INNS 

 

 No INNS were recorded in any of the habitats on the site. 

 

5.2 Protected Species 

 

The protected species survey was negative, with no current field signs recorded on the site. 

 

5.2.1 Badgers  

 

There were no signs of badgers and/or badger setts recorded within the site boundaries and there was 

no evidence of badgers accessing the site through either of the hedges and no evidence of foraging 

within the improved grassland habitat. 

 

5.2.2 Bats  

 

There is no potential for bats to be roosting in any of the trees on the site boundary.  There was no 

evidence of any rot holes or other defects that could provide roosting opportunities. 

 

The linear habitat features which border the site may however be utilised by a range of bat species 

for commuting and accessing foraging areas within the wider landscape.   

 

5.2.3 Nesting Birds 

 

There is the potential for nesting birds to be present within the hedgerow features surveyed, although 

none were recorded during the survey.   

 

5.2.4 Other Protected Species  

 

There were no other signs of protected species and the relatively intensive management regime of 

silage cutting is likely to prohibit the presence of reptiles and amphibians on the site.  There is 

however some potential for hedgehogs to be present around the site margins, perhaps foraging within 

the improved grassland at night. 

 

5.3 Desk Study 

 

Protected Sites  

The desk study revealed that there are two statutory protected sites present within the 10km radius 

search area. 

 

These are the Broadwater Site of Special Scientific Interest, (SSSI) the nearest boundary of which is 

located 935m away to the north-west, and the Cadair Idris SSSI which is located 8.5km away to the 

east. 
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The Broadwater SSSI is designated for its tidal lagoons and associated species and habitats and the 

Cadair Idris SSSI is designated primarily for its upland habitats and species, although the lesser 

horseshoe bat; (Rhinolophus hipposideros) is also included in this designation. 

 

Protected Species  

 

There are a number of relevant protected species records revealed within the 2km radius data search 

including 24 records of badger; (Meles meles) with the nearest record 366m away, and five records 

of hedgehogs; (Erinaceous europaeus) with the nearest record being 222m away. 

 

With regards to bats, a number of species have been recorded in the search area including lesser 

horseshoe bat, (1.3km), brown long eared bat; (Plecotus auritus) 1.4km away, noctule bat; (Nyctalus 

noctula) 1.07km away, soprano pipistrelle; (Pipistrellus pygmaeus) 353m away, common pipistrelle; 

( P. pipistrellus) 1.07km away, whiskered/Brandt’s bat; (Myotis mystacinus/brandtii) 1.4km away 

and an unidentified Myotis 1.1km away. 

 

A small number of amphibian and reptiles have been recorded including one great crested newt; 

(Triturus cristatus) although this is a historic record from 2008 of an animal over 2km from the 

proposed development site. 

 

Also present is one record of common frog; (Rana temporaria) and one slow worm; (Anguis 

fragilis).  Both records are of animals 1.2km from the proposed development site. 

 

In relation to INNS, there are numerous records of Japanese knotweed; (Fallopia japonica) with the 

nearest record 243m away. 
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Figure. 3: Location of the Broadwater SSSI (1) and the Cadair Idris SSSI 

 
Figure 4: Location of hedgehog records 
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Figure 5: Location of great crested newt (purple) common frog (green) and slow worm (red) 

 

 Habitat 

 

The original National Phase 1 Habitat Survey carried out by Countryside Council for Wales, (CCW) 

now Natural Resources Wales, (NRW) revealed the site to have been improved grassland at the time 

of that survey, illustrating a long-term continuity of management.  
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Figure 6: The original CCW/NRW Phase 1 Habitat map showing habitat on site as improved 

grassland 
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Figure 7: Location of Japanese Knotweed records 

 

 

6 Habitat Evaluation & Impact Assessment  

 

6.1 Bracken 

 

The continuous bracken habitat on the site is species poor and lacks the species assemblage that can 

be associated with this habitat.  It is also a very restricted area. 

 

No negative impact on botanical diversity is therefore anticipated as a result of the loss of this 

habitat. 

 

There is however the potential for a negative impact on nesting birds and hedgehogs during the 

vegetation clearance phase.  As a result, some precautionary measures have been recommended, see 

Section 9.2. 

 

6.2 Hedgerows & Trees 

 

The hedge and tree features present on the site boundaries all play an important role in helping to 

provide habitat connectivity between wooded areas within the wider landscape.  Hedges and trees are 
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also important in themselves for providing shelter and food sources to a range of species and are a 

UK priority habitat.   

 

While it is understood that these habitat features are to be retained as part of the proposals, there is 

the potential for a negative impact on the habitat if roots are damaged during the course of the works, 

see Section 9.1. 

 

6.3 Improved Grassland 

 

The improved grassland habitat displays an impoverished species assemblage which is to be 

expected given the long-term management history of the site.  All of the species present are common 

and widespread and of no conservation or Biodiversity concern. 

 

No negative impact at any level is therefore anticipated as a result of the loss of this habitat. 

 

 

7 Species Evaluation & Impact Assessment 

 

7.1 Badgers 

 

No badger setts or signs of badger activity were recorded during the survey.  Badgers are known to 

be present in the area due to the results of the data search and it is feasible that badgers will access 

the survey area during foraging or territorial patrols.   

 

There is therefore the potential for animals to then become trapped in any excavations left open 

overnight.  Any negative impact would be likely to be restricted to a local level, but some 

precautionary measures have been recommended, see Section 9.2.1. 

 

7.2 Bats 

 

There are no potential roosts for bats within any of the trees on the site boundaries.  There will 

therefore be no negative impact on bats as a result of roost loss. 

 

Habitat fragmentation can however have a negative impact on bats, particularly species such as the 

lesser horseshoe bat, which is heavily reliant on linear landscape features and, from the results of the 

data search, is known to be present in the area.  Key flight paths identified in studies, (BCT 2018) 

include hedgerows, woodland edges and river corridors.  Any interruption/severing of flight paths, 

either physical or due to inappropriate lighting, can not only result in the bats being unable to access 

foraging areas but also cause the abandonment of roosts as a result.  The impact is primarily on the 

slower flying Rhinolophus, as well as Myotis and Plecotus species, all of which are known to be 

present from the results of the data search.  Even species such as pipistrelles can be inhibited from 

flying across very open illuminated areas. 

 

All the above could have a negative impact on bat species at a local level, which could extend to a 

regional level if any maternity roosts are impacted.  Due to the mobility of the bat species, any 
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negative impact can extend beyond the application boundary, extending the ‘zone of influence’ of a 

development over a much wider area. 

 

Provided the recommendations provided with regards to exterior lighting are adhered to, this will be 

avoided, see Section 9.2.2.   

 

7.3 Great Crested Newts, Amphibians and Reptiles 

 

Although there was one record for a great-crested newt returned in the data search, this is a very old 

record which was located a significant distance from the site. 

 

The improved grassland which dominates the site is considered to be sub-optimal habitat for 

amphibians and reptiles, partly due to the intensive management regime.  It is, therefore, considered 

highly unlikely that great-crested newts or other amphibians or reptiles will be present on site or that 

there will be any impact on these species due to the proposed works.  

 

7.4 Hedgehogs 

 

There are several records for hedgehog within the search area, some within close proximity to the 

site.  The foraging habitat available on site is limited, due to the species poor nature of the grassland, 

but there is some potential for daytime concealment or hibernation cover for hedgehogs within the 

bracken and hedgerow habitats, in addition to the longer grass around the field margins. 

 

There is the potential for the killing/injury of animals during the site clearance phase if simple 

precautionary measures are not in place.   Provided that the hedgerows are retained there should be 

no significant impact on this species in regard to habitat loss.  

 

The hedgehog is a priority species across North Wales including Snowdonia and, as a result of this 

conservation status, any negative impact must be avoided. 

 

Provided that the recommendations provided are adhered to there should be no significant impact on 

this species, see Section 9.3.  

 

7.5 Nesting Birds 

 

It is likely that nesting birds will be present in the hedge lines at the appropriate time of the year. 

 

Any disturbance resulting in the failure of the brood would have a negative impact on nesting birds at 

a local level.  All birds, with the exception of some ‘pest species’ which can be controlled under 

licence, are protected while nesting.   

 

Although the potential nesting bird habitat will be retained, some recommendations are provided to 

avoid any undue disturbance.  
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8 Protected Sites Impact Assessment 

 

 Broadwater SSSI 

 

Due to the distance of the proposed development site from this designated site, combined with the 

lack of any potential connectivity with the site in the form of watercourses, it is not considered 

feasible that there will be any negative impact on the Broadwater SSSI.  

 

 Cadair Idris SSSI 

 

The Cadair Idris SSSI lies 8.5km from the proposed development site.  It is therefore not considered 

feasible that there could be any negative impact on any of the habitats associated with this 

designation. 

 

There is however the potential for a negative impact on the lesser horseshoe bat, which is a ‘feature’ 

of the SSSI, if habitat fragmentation was to occur as a result of inappropriate lighting.  The 

recommendations provided in this report which comply with the current standard guidance, (BCT 

2018), should however ensure that no negative impact occurs. 

 

 

9 Mitigation Measures 

 

9.1 Habitats 

 

9.1.1 Bracken 

 

No mitigation measures are required for the loss of the small stand of bracken but there are potential 

protected species issues that will be required to be taken into consideration in the form of hedgehogs 

and nesting birds, see Section 9.2 

 

9.1.2 Hedges & Trees 

 

Although these habitat features will be retained as an integral part of the proposals, it is 

recommended that an assessment is carried out by a qualified arboricultural professional and any root 

protection zones are applied and adhered to.   

 

 To maximise the benefit of the hedges to wildlife, it is recommended that the advice provided by 

RSPB at the link below is followed.  This management regime maximises both flower and fruit 

production in addition to providing nesting cover and the avoidance of disturbance of birds while 

nesting,  

 

ww2.rspb.org.uk/Images/Englishhedgerows1_tcm9-133255.pdf 

 

9.2 Protected Species 
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9.2.1 Badgers 

 

The following precautionary measures are recommended during the construction phase of the works 

to prevent any negative impact on badgers. 

   

• Any open trenches or excavations will need to be securely covered overnight or ‘escape 

ramps’ provided to allow wildlife, including badgers and hedgehogs to climb out. 

• A thorough inspection of any open excavations will be made in the mornings, prior to works 

commencing, to ensure no wildlife has become trapped. 

• Site hygiene must be enforced, particularly with regards to the disposal of food waste to 

reduce the chances of animals being attracted to the site to scavenge. 

 

9.2.2 Bats 

 

Exterior Lighting  

 

To ensure that there is no negative impact on the bat flight paths and foraging areas, there will be no 

exterior illumination on the western elevations of units 10 – 17 which face the western boundary 

hedge. 

 

The type of lighting can be a potential issue with lights containing a high UV component being 

problematic for a number of reasons.  In addition to the ‘light barrier’ effect of bright illumination the 

light UV component attracts species such as Pipistrellus and Nyctalus which prey on the insects 

attracted to the light.  This can result in darker areas in the vicinity become ‘prey depleted’ due to the 

insects having been attracted to the lighter areas.  This puts light-sensitive species such as Myotis, 

Rhinolophus and Plecotus at a competitive disadvantage.  

  

To prevent any ‘light barrier’ impact, and problems associated with lighting with a high UV 

component, the following measures, which conform to the current guidance; (BCT, 2018), will be 

implemented with regards to any exterior lighting on the new development: 

 

• The illumination used will be ‘Light Emitting Diodes’ (LEDs). 

• The illumination will all be directional and downward facing which is easily achieved when 

using LEDs.  There must be no upward illumination. 

• All luminaires will lack any UV component. 

• Luminaires with a ‘warm white’ spectrum should be used, (ideally <2700 Kelvin) to reduce 

blue light component. 

• Luminaires should feature peak wavelengths higher than 550nm to avoid the light component 

most disturbing to bats.  

• The primary aim of any lighting scheme must be to ensure no light levels higher than 0.5 Lux 

within 1 metre of the western boundary hedge  

 

A lighting plan should be produced which shows how the above recommendations will be achieved.  
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9.2.3 Great Crested Newts, Amphibians & Reptiles 

 

As it is considered unlikely that any of the above species will be present on the site, no mitigation 

measures should be required. 

 

If, however, any amphibians or reptiles are found to be present during the course of the works, work 

must stop and the site ecologist must consult Natural Resources Wales, (NRW).  The great crested 

newt is a European Protected Species, (EPS) and if found to be present, a licence may be required to 

carry out the proposed works.  It is however considered highly unlikely that this will occur. 

 

9.2.4 Hedgehogs 

 

Site Clearance Phase 

 

It is recommended that the removal of the bracken and any tall marginal vegetation, which could 

potentially be providing cover for this species is carried out by hand under the supervision of a site 

ecologist.  Any animals discovered during this process can then be moved to a place of safety before 

works resume.  

 

Construction Phase 

 

The precautionary measures recommended due to the potential presence of badgers on the site during 

the construction phase will also apply to hedgehogs. 

 

Landscaping Phase 

 

All new garden boundaries should be permeable to hedgehogs.  The exact nature of the permeability 

will depend on the materials used, but gaps must be provided to allow the animals continued freedom 

of movement across the site.  Gaps should be at least 13cm x13cm at ground level and each fenced or 

walled area should be connected to every neighbouring piece of land with a hedgehog hole. 

 

9.2.5 Nesting Birds 

 

 Any disturbance such as the excavation of footings in the vicinity of potential nesting habitat should 

be undertaken outside the bird nesting season, 1st March – 31st August to avoid potential disturbance 

to nesting birds.  If this is not possible due to time constraints, a survey for nesting birds must be 

undertaken by a suitably experienced ecologist prior to works commencing.  If any active nests are 

found to be present, work must be delayed until such time as the young have fledged. 

 

9.3 Protected/Designated Sites 

 

The measures proposed in relation to bats and lighting should ensure that there is no negative impact 

on the lesser horseshoe bat as a ‘feature’ of the Cadair Idris SSSI. 
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10 Biodiversity Enhancement 

 

Under Chapter 6 of Planning Policy Wales 11, planning authorities must seek to maintain and 

enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions.  This policy addresses the Section 6 Duty of 

the Environment (Wales) Act 2021 and results in the likelihood of planning applications being 

refused unless they can show a positive impact on biodiversity. 

 

In this case Biodiversity enhancements will be achieved through the inclusion of ‘bat tubes’ within 

the fabric of the eight properties which border the western boundary hedge. 

 

These ‘bat tubes’ are very discreet and can be rendered over leaving only the small bat access point 

visible. 

 

No lighting must be installed that illuminates the entrance to the bat tubes, the location of which 

must be clearly shown on the architect’s drawings. 

 

 
 Figure 8: Example of an integral bat tube. 

 

 

11 References  

  

Bat Conservation Trust (2018) Bats and artificial lighting in the UK. 

 

Environment Wales Act (2021)  

 

 

12 Legal Implications 

 

12.1 Badgers  

 

Badgers and their setts are protected by the Protection of Badgers Act 1992.  Under this Act it is an 

offence to damage, destroy or obstruct access to a badger sett, and also to disturb a badger whilst it is 

occupying a sett.   
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Undertaking an activity within 30 metres of a badger sett, which could result in damage to the sett, 

obstructing access to it or disturbance of any occupying badgers, may constitute an offence.  This 

distance may be extended to 100 metres if the activity involves blasting or pile-driving. 

 

NRW, the statutory conservation authority, are empowered under the 1992 Act to issue a licence 

permitting potentially damaging or disturbing activities to be undertaken within 30 metres or 100 

metres of a badger depending on the nature of the activity undertaken as part of a local authority 

consented development.   

 

12.2 Bats 

 

Bats are protected under UK law by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and also 

under European law by the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2021.  Under these 

laws it is an offence to deliberately kill or injure a bat, to disturb a bat or to damage, destroy or block 

access to a roost.  Bat roosts are protected under these laws whether the animals are present at the 

time of survey or not.  NRW are empowered to issue licences to carry out work to bat roosts for 

reasons of overriding public interest. 

 

12.3 Great Crested Newts, Amphibians & Reptiles  

 

All British reptiles are protected under ‘Schedule 5’ of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended).  This legislation protects reptiles from deliberate killing, injury or unlicensed trade. 

 

The slow worm and common lizard, both species for which there are records in the vicinity, are 

included in Section 7 of the Environment Wales Act (2021) which places an obligation on all 

Competent Authorities to consider these species in all of their activities, including planning and 

development issues. 

 

Great crested newts are given full protection under the ‘Conservation (Natural Habitats, &C) 

Regulations 1994 (the Habitats Regulations) as amended in 2021.  

 

They also receive protection under the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  The 

legislation makes it an offence to deliberately capture, injure or kill a great crested newt or to 

deliberately take or destroy their eggs. It is also an offence to damage or destroy a breeding or resting 

place or to possess a live or dead specimen. 

 

All British Amphibians receive limited legal protection under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife & Countryside 

Act which protects the animals and their spawn from sale. 

  

The great crested newt receives additional protection under Section 7 of the ‘Environment Wales Act 

(2021). 

 

12.4 Hedgehogs  
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The hedgehog is a priority species across North Wales, including Snowdonia and is included in 

Section 7 of the Environment Wales Act (2021) as a species of importance to the maintenance and 

enhancement of Biodiversity in Wales. 

 

12.5 Nesting Birds 

 

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, all nesting birds and their nests are protected.  Once a 

bird places a single piece of material then it constitutes a nest.  It is then an offence to cause damage 

to the bird, nest, eggs or chicks and immediate habitat which is likely to result in damage by causing 

the bird to desert its nest.  This covers all bird species, with the exception of a small number of ‘pest 

species’ which can be controlled by special license. 

 

In 2000, the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW Act) was made law, strengthening the legal 

protection for many species and introducing a ‘reckless disturbance’ offence.  Planning Authorities 

are also obliged to take nesting birds into account in relation to planning decisions following 

guidance from the Welsh Government detailed in Technical Advice Note (TAN) 6. 

 

 

13 Appendices 

 

13.1 Site photographic record 

 

 
 The recently mowed proposed development site 
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The proposed development site from Ffordd y Felin 

 
The hedge on the northern boundary 
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 The trees outside the site boundary that will be retained 

 
The hedge on the western boundary 
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The stand of bracken in the south-west corner of the site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13.2 Phase I Habitat Map 
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