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1 Summary 

 

Report purpose 
Ecological Assessment for proposed development of part of former commercial sites. 
Including details of a desk-based study, extended Phase 1 habitat survey, external 
inspection of buildings and trees, and emergence / re-entry bat surveys of buildings.  

Client and 
commission date 

Curtins Consulting Ltd, July 2021. Cardiff Council, July 2022. 

Date and methods 
of survey 

Extended Phase 1 habitat survey completed by Caroline O’Rourke, Senior Ecologist and 
external building and tree inspections completed by Rachel Taylor, Principal Ecologist on 27 
July 2021. Follow up bat emergence / re-entry surveys completed in August 2021. 

Key findings The combination of desk study and field survey work identified that the Site currently 
supports a limited range of common and widespread habitats, the majority of which have 
little ecological interest or potential to support protected species. A small area of the non-
native invasive shrub wall cotoneaster is present.  

There are four buildings with low – moderate potential for roosting bats. No bats were 
recorded roosting in the buildings during emergence / re-entry surveys. 

Potential impacts Potential impacts on protected species arising from the development are likely to be limited 
to killing, injury or disturbance of breeding birds (if present) and / or roosting bats (if present 
in the future), and the spreading of invasive cotoneaster.   

Measures to avoid 
and / or reduce 
impacts 

The Construction Environmental Management Plan for the Site should include the following 
measures to avoid / reduce impacts: 

• Any demolition of buildings or vegetation clearance should be completed outside the 
bird breeding season (March – August inclusive) or seek further advise from an ecologist 
if the bird breeding season cannot be avoided. 

• Wall cotoneaster should be removed during vegetation clearance and construction 
works, and measures to ensure inadvertent spread of the species should be 
implemented. 

Opportunities for 
biodiversity 
enhancement 

No enhancement is required during the enabling works phase. The subsequent main works 
phase should include biodiversity enhancement. Enhancement measures could include: 

• Provision of roosting and nesting features  

• Inclusion of native species green roof/s on new buildings and/or smaller structures 

such as bike shelters  

• Provision of rain gardens or other natural flood/drainage management systems 

planted with native species.  

• Inclusion of fruiting native tree species.  

• Inclusion of pollinator strips and/or wildflower meadow i.e., strips of native wildflower 

species in free standing planters and/or landscaped areas around the new buildings  

• Use of a species-rich flowering lawn mix within amenity grassland areas. 

These measures would provide additional roost / nesting and foraging opportunities for 

birds, bats and invertebrates and increase species diversity at the Site. 



 

 

3                                                                                 01/07/2022 

 

2 Introduction 

2.1 BSG Ecology was commissioned in July 2021 by Curtins Consulting Ltd to complete baseline 
ecological survey and assessment work for the proposed development of a new school in the East 
Moors area of Cardiff.   

2.2 Following a preliminary ecological appraisal (including Phase 1 and building inspection surveys) 
recommendations were made for bat emergence and/or re-entry surveys of buildings with potential 
for roosting bats, these surveys were commissioned in August 2021. 

2.3 In July 2022 BSG Ecology were commissioned by Cardiff County Council (CCC) to update the 
ecological assessment to reflect impacts that may occur during the enabling works phase of the 
development. Following internal consultation, CCC have confirmed that the biodiversity 
enhancement requirement of Environment (Wales) Act 2016 can be delivered during the next (main 
works) phase of the development.  

Site description 

2.4 The proposed school site (the Site) comprises two connected compartments of land covering a 
combined area of approximately six hectares.  

2.5 The north-western compartment, centred on Ordnance Survey Grid Reference (OSGR) ST 19740 
75977 comprises a series of newly-built all weather sports pitches, a car park and areas of semi-
natural grassland that have developed following relaxation of active amenity management 
(assumedly over the last year since the pitches were installed). 

2.6 The larger south-eastern compartment takes in plots either side of Lewis Road and is centred on 
OSGR ST 20060 75864. The land within it includes warehouses / Splott market premises and 
ancillary buildings, associated car parking space and fringing landscaping. All units are currently in 
active use, buildings west of Lewis Road form Splott Market, and those east of Lewis Road are 
currently used as filming studios. 

2.7 The surrounding area is similar in character, with numerous warehouses / commercial units, 
associated car parking and various degrees of landscape planting. Cardiff Docks is approximately 
600 m to the south, the nearest part of the Severn Estuary approximately 800 m to the east south-
east, and residential areas of Cardiff (Splott and Butetown) to the north and west of the industrial 
area. 

2.8 The Site boundary was extended to include a small section of roadside verge to the southwest of 
Lewis Road (central OS grid reference ST 20139 75805). This area was not visited as part of our 
survey work in 2021. There will be vegetation clearance in this area.   

Description of project 

2.9 The proposed development is for new school buildings, car parking and bike storage areas, all 
weather pitches, soft landscaping, and habitat areas.  

Enabling works phase 

2.10 The enabling works will involve the demolition of the existing buildings, grubbing up of the 
hardstanding areas, some re-profiling of the site, service diversions and tree removal (of 17 individual 
trees and 3 groups of trees). 

Main works phase 

2.11 The main works phase will include the provision of detailed building and infrastructure design as well 
as landscape design and management plans for the Site. Cardiff County Council have committed to 
incorporating biodiversity enhancement into this design, with the Site to be enhanced against the 
pre-demolition baseline.  
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Purpose of this report  

2.12 The purpose of this report is to identify potential ecological constraints and opportunities associated 
with the Site to assess the impacts of the enabling works phase, and make recommendations for the 
main works phase. 
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3 Methods 

Desk study 

3.1 A desk-based study was undertaken to collect existing ecological information on the Site and wider 
ecological context. This exercise included securing information on:  

• The presence of statutory designated sites of nature conservation interest within 2 km of the Site 
boundary was established using the Magic website (http://magic.defra.gov.uk/, accessed August 
2021.).  

• Records of non-statutory designated sites and protected/notable species and habitats within 2 
km of the Site boundary were obtained from the South East Wales Biodiversity Records Centre 
(SEWBReC) in July 2021.  

• Aerial photographs and mapping (Bing Maps, accessed August 2021) of the Site and its 
surroundings were reviewed to identify any ponds within 250 m and assess the landscape 
context of the Site.  

Field survey 

3.2 An extended Phase 1 habitat survey of the Site was undertaken on 27 July 2021. The survey involved 
an experienced botanical surveyor walking the Site to identify and map the habitats present using 
the habitat categories and guidance described in the Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey (JNCC, 
2010). The survey was extended to include an assessment of the potential of the Site to support 
protected or otherwise notable species1, and record the presence of non-native invasive species. A 
large proportion of this work comprised an external inspection of the buildings to determine their 
potential to support roosting bats (see below) by a licenced bat ecologist. 

Building inspection 

3.3 External inspections were completed of existing buildings and trees within the Site to assess their 
potential for roosting bats. A high-powered torch, endoscope and binoculars were used to identify 
any potential roost features (LRF).  

3.4 Each building/tree was described individually or in groups and assigned a category indicating their 
potential suitability for roosting bats in accordance with Table 1 below, as adapted from BCT (2016: 
Table 4.1, p. 35). 

Table 1: Categories of bat roost suitability of buildings, structures and trees. 

Level of bat 
roost suitability  

Rationale 

Negligible  
Structure or tree with negligible habitat features likely to be used by roosting 
bats.  

Low  

A structure with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by 
individual bats opportunistically and is unlikely to be used for breeding 
and/or hibernation. A tree of sufficient age and size to support potential roost 
features (PRFs) but with none seen from the ground.  

Moderate 
A structure or tree with one or more potential roost sites that could be used 
by bats due to their size, shelter, protection and surrounding habitat but 
unlikely to support a roost of high conservation significance. 

High  
A structure or tree with one or more potential roost sites that are obviously 
suitable for use by larger numbers of bats on a more regular basis due to 
their size, shelter, protection and surrounding habitat. 

Confirmed Roost Presence of bats or evidence of recent use by bats. 

 
1 Section 7 (Environment (Wales) Act, 2016) or LBAP species. 

http://magic.defra.gov.uk/
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Emergence / re-entry survey of buildings 

3.5 Further survey has been completed of buildings with features suitable for roosting bats in line with 
industry guidance2. Surveys were undertaken with reference to industry standard Bat Conservation 
Trust guidelines (Collins, 2016). Details of the surveys are provided in Table 2. Surveyors were 
Rachel Taylor, Kirsty Rogers, Charlotte Alsop, Joanne Conway and James Garside.  

3.6 The dusk emergence surveys started 15 minutes before sunset and continued until between one 
hour and 30 minutes and two hours after sunset. The dawn re-entry surveys started two hours before 
sunrise and continued until 15 minutes after sunrise. A table detailing survey timings and weather 
conditions can be found in Appendix 1.  

3.7 Surveyors were each equipped with a Bat Box Duet and EM3 or Anabat bat detector, which allowed 
them to record bat calls for later analysis. The surveyors were positioned so that all visible elevations 
and potential bat access points on each building could be observed. During the surveys, potential 
access points were watched for emerging or re-entering bats. High-resolution infrared cameras were 
positioned to record potential roost features throughout the survey, so that surveyor observations in 
poor light conditions could be confirmed after the survey. 

Limitations to methods 

3.8 Asbestos reports for the existing buildings had not been completed at the time of survey. Building 
inspections were therefore restricted to external areas, with internal areas inspected only where it 
was considered safe to do so (the inside of the Market [building 2] was inspected as it is a metal 
framed structure with open sides). The external inspections are considered sufficient to provide an 
initial assessment of the potential of buildings to support roosting bats and to determine the required 
scope of more detailed surveys, therefore lack of internal inspection is not considered to be a 
significant limitation to the survey. 

Personnel 

3.9 The extended Phase 1 habitat survey was undertaken by Caroline O’Rourke ACIEEM, Senior 
Ecologist at BSG Ecology, and the author of this report. Caroline has worked as a professional 
ecologist since 2009 and is an experienced botanist and vegetation surveyor.  

3.10 The building inspections were undertaken by Rachel Potter ACIEEM, Principal Ecologist at BSG 
Ecology. Rachel is experienced in conducting bat surveys and holds a Natural Resources Wales 
(NRW) bat survey licence (number SO89955-1). Rachel undertook the technical review of this report. 

3.11 Emergence and re-entry surveys were completed by Rachel Potter ACIEEM (bat survey licence: 
number SO89955-1), Kirsty Rogers ACIEEM (bat survey licence: S089761/1), Charlotte Alsop, 
Joanne Conway and James Garside. All surveyors have over four years of experience completing 
bat emergence / re-entry surveys.  

3.12 Further details of each surveyor’s experience can be found at http://www.bsg-ecology.com/people/. 

 

 
2 One survey for low potential, two surveys for moderate potential. 

http://www.bsg-ecology.com/people/
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4 Results and Evaluation 

4.1 Desk study and field survey results are presented in this section. A summary of legislation and policy 
relevant to designated areas, habitats and species is contained in Appendix 1. 

Designated sites 

Statutory sites 

4.2 There are two statutory designated sites within the 2 km search area.    

4.3 The Severn Estuary Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Ramsar, Special Protection Area (SPA) 

and Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are approximately 800 m to the east south-east of the 

Site. The sites all cover areas of intertidal shore and estuarine habitats that support internationally / 

nationally important populations of breeding, overwintering and migratory birds as well as several 

species of migratory fish, and otter Lutra lutra.  

4.4 Cardiff Bay Wetlands and Hamadryad Park Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is approximately 1.8 km to 

the south. This site was created in 2002 to compensate in part for the loss of the mudflats which 

had become permanently submerged due to rising water levels resulting from the Cardiff Bay 

Barrage. The reserve is an important site for over-wintering and breeding birds, and other wildlife. 

Non-statutory sites 

4.5 There are nine Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) within the 2km search radius 
These are listed in the table 2 below, along with the reasons for selection.  

Table 2: Non-statutory sites within 2km. 

Name of site 
Distance and direction from 

Site 
Reason for selection 

Tidal Sidings  

 
559 m south-east 

Rank calcareous grassland and buddleia scrub developing on 
former railway line and sidings with a population of the locally 

rare plants meadow cranesbill Geranium pratense and bee 
orchid Ophrys apifera. 

 

Ocean Park South  

 
569 m south-east 

Immature calcareous grassland and scrub important for many 
rare plants, lichens and birds, including autumn lady’s-tresses 
Spiranthes spiralis, bee orchid Ophrys apifera, small thyme-

leaved sandwort Arenaria serpyllifolia, skylark Alauda arvensis 
and linnet Linaria cannabina. 

Cardiff Heliport Fields  952 m south-east 
Post-industrial land supporting a mix of flower-rich neutral and 

calcareous grassland.  

Pengam Moors  1.2 km north-east 

Occupies the former site of Cardiff airport, and later the Rover 
Car Works. Following demolition, the site has reverted to 

saline, marshy conditions. It includes a network of drainage 
channels with good emergent aquatic vegetation and supports 
several locally rare plants including Sea Clover Trifolium 

squamosum, Brackish Water Crowfoot Ranunculus baudotii 
and Water Whorl-grass Catabrosa aquatica. It is also 
considered important for waterfowl and wintering birds of prey. 

Blackweir & Dock 

Feeder  

 

1.3 km north-west 

Woodland supporting ancient semi-natural woodland indicator 
species including bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, dog’s 

mercury Mercurialis perennis, wood anemone Anemone 
nemorosa, field maple Acer campestre and red currant Ribes 
rubrum. 

Beach Sidings  

 
1.5 km south 

Supports a unique population of childing pink Petrorhagia 
nanteuilii. 

River Taff  1.5 km west 
Important wildlife corridor supporting migratory fish, otter, 

wildfowl and diverse bankside vegetation. 
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 An example of a stretch of a main river where the riverbed and 
banks remain comparatively unmodified, and the water is not 

grossly polluted by long-term sources. 

Roath Brook  

 
1.8 km north No further information.  

Cardiff Bay Wetland 
Reserve 

1.8 km south-west 

Supports important populations of passage, breeding and 
wintering birds including snipe Gallinago gallinago and teal 

Anas crecca. 

Important spawning area for coarse fish including grayling 
Thymallus thymallus. 

Habitats 

4.6 Phase 1 habitats within the survey area are described in the sections below. Habitats are shown on 
Figure 1, and accompanying photographs and target notes are provided in Section 8.   

Buildings, hard-standing and ephemeral/short perennial vegetation 

4.7 Most of the Site is existing development, comprising of buildings, un-vegetated hard-standing, and 
access infrastructure.  

4.8 Ephemeral/short perennial vegetation has colonised small areas of degraded hard-standing or loose 
gravel at the edges of the plot containing the current Splott Market building in the eastern 
compartment (Photo1). Characteristically for this habitat type, botanical composition is variable and 
lacks a clear dominant species. The most frequently encountered species include annual grasses 
such as squirrel-tail fescue Vulpia bromoides, soft brome Bromus hordeaceus, and annual meadow 
grass Poa annua with occasional creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera in localised damper areas.  

4.9 These are accompanied by a range of herbs typical of disturbed ground and/or shallow soils including 
frequent greater plantain Plantago major, wild carrot Daucus carota, black medic Medicago lupulina, 
white clover Trifolium repens, common sow-thistle Sonchus oleraceus, and pineappleweed 
Matricaria discoidea with occasional mugwort Artemisia vulgaris, Canadian fleabane Conyza 
canadensis, common evening primrose Oenothera biennis, smooth hawksbeard Crepis capillaris, 
and red valerian Centranthus ruber.  

4.10 A slightly more diverse example of this vegetation is present at Target Note 2. Here the vegetation 
is more established and is developing towards a grassland community. Several additional species 
are present including frequent compact brome Bromus madritensis, red fescue Festuca rubra, ribwort 
plantain Plantago lanceolata, perforate St John’s wort Hypericum perforatum, and occasional fern 
grass Catapodium rigidum, yellow-wort Blackstonia perforatum, common bent Agrostis capillaris, 
wild parsnip Pastinaca sativa, and common toadflax Linaria vulgaris.  

4.11 The potential for areas of ephemeral / short perennial vegetation to be qualify as Open Mosaic 
Habitats on Previously Developed Land (OMH) was assessed. In order to qualify as an OMH Habitat 
of Principal Importance (HPI) under Section 7 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 they must meet 
the five criteria listed in Table 3.  
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Table 3: Criteria for Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed Land HPI (adapted from JNCC, 2010). 

Criterion 

1 The area of OMH is at least 0.25 ha in size. 

2 Known history of disturbance or evidence that soil has been removed or severely modified by previous use(s) 
of the site.  Extraneous materials/substrates such as industrial spoil may have been added. 

3 Site contains some vegetation comprising early successional communities consisting mainly of stress tolerant 
species.  Early successional communities are composed of a) annuals, or b) mosses/liverworts, or c) lichens, 
or d) ruderals, or e) inundation species or f) open grassland, or g) flower-rich grassland, or h) heathland. 

4 The site contains un-vegetated, loose bare substrate and pools may be present. 

5 The site shows spatial variation, forming a mosaic of one or more of the early successional communit ies (a-h) 
above (criterion 3) plus bare substrate within 0.25 ha. 

4.12 Areas of ephemeral / short perennial vegetation on Site do not meet or support elements described 
in Criterion 4 & 5 due to the presence of built habitats, heavily compacted ground and extensive 
hardstanding; on this basis the Site does not meet the definition of OMH.  

Spoil 

4.13 Spoil piles occur at two locations within the survey area. The first is an area of unvegetated, stored 
topsoil north of the sports pitches.  The second is located adjacent to the Forgeside Close entrance 
to Splott Market. This is comprised of soil and various masonry rubble and is partially vegetated with 
frequent butterfly bush, compact brome, and sheep’s fescue Festuca ovina (Photo 2).  

Tall ruderal vegetation 

4.14 Tall ruderal vegetation is infrequent in the survey area, occurring as small stands in unmanaged 
areas around the margins of the Site (Photo 3). Species include common nettle Urtica dioica, great 
willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, and creeping cinquefoil Potentilla reptans, occasionally occurring in 
association with coarse grasses such as false oat grass Arrhenatherum elatius and cock’s foot 
Dactylis glomerata.  

Amenity grassland 

4.15 Amenity grassland occurs in various locations within the survey area.  Amenity verges are a 
component of landscaping around the buildings and car parks east of Lewis Road (Photo 4).  These 
are closely mown and species poor, dominated by perennial rye grass Lolium perenne with frequent 
common bent and a small number of common herb species tolerant of regular mowing such as daisy 
Bellis perennis, dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg., creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens and 
cat’s ear Hypochaeris radicata.  

4.16 Areas of this habitat are also present west of the sports pitches in the western parcel. These had not 
been recently cut at the time of survey and included several additional grass species including 
frequent false oatgrass, cock’s foot, and Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus (Target Note 4). Herbs 
included frequent ruderal species including bristly oxtongue Helminthotheca echioides, ragwort 
Senecio jacobaea and spear thistle Cirsium vulgare and occasional wild parsnip, oxeye daisy 
Leucanthemum vulgaris, yarrow Achille millefolium, and selfheal Prunella vulgaris.  

Poor semi-improved grassland 

4.17 Poor semi-improved  grassland type occurs in small areas around the margins of Splott Market and 
as wide verges along Lewis Road and Freshmoor Road (Target Note 3). The sward is dominated by 
false oatgrass and Yorkshire fog with frequent perennial rye grass and occasional cock’s foot. Herb 
diversity is generally poor, mostly consisting of frequent ruderal species such as ragwort, bristly 
oxtongue and common sow-thistle.  A few neutral grassland species such as common knapweed 
Centuarea nigra, ribwort plantain, and oxeye daisy are also present at low frequency.  
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Semi-improved neutral grassland 

4.18 Semi-improved neutral grassland is present as a small area of grass verge on Keen Road (photo 5).  
This grassland appears to be regularly mown and includes a mixture of grasses and a moderate 
diversity of herb species. The sward is dominated by common bent, red fescue and smooth meadow 
grass Poa pratensis with frequent neutral grassland indicators including common knapweed, 
common bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus, field woodrush Luzula campestris, and smooth 
hawksbeard Crepis capillaris. A range of associated species are present including oval sedge Carex 
leporina, wild carrot, black medic, yarrow, dove’s-foot cranesbill Geranium molle, common cat’s-ear, 
and field bindweed Convolvulus arvensis.  

Introduced shrubs 

4.19 Formal beds of non-native shrubs occur occasionally as a component of landscaped areas around 
the existing buildings (Photo 4). These are typically low-growing and/or regularly maintained. Species 

include rose of Sharon Hypericum calycinum, garden privet Ligustrum ovalifolium, and barberry 
Berberis spp.  

4.20 Introduced shrubs also occur frequently as scattered, self-sown plants around the edges of Splott 
Market.  The most common species is buddleia, with occasional dogwood, garden privet, and lilac 
Syringa vulgaris.  

Scrub 

4.21 Scrub is relatively infrequent across the survey area.  It occurs as scattered plants and small areas 
around the edges of the survey area. Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. is the most frequently 
encountered species, with occasional dogwood Cornus sanguineus, and elder Sambucus nigra.  

Scattered trees 

4.22 Scattered trees occur occasionally within landscaped areas. Species include silver birch Betula 
pendula, common whitebeam Sorbus aria, lime Tilia x europaea, Norway maple Acer platanoides, 
Scot’s pine Pinus sylvatica, rowan Sorbus aucuparia, and crab apple Malus sylvestris. 

4.23 Young, self-sown trees (approximately 1-3 m in height) including ash Fraxinus excelsior and 
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus are also present along the fence line around Splott Market.  

Other habitat 

4.24 This classification is applied to the artificial grass of the all-weather sports pitches which comprises 
much of the western compartment (Photo 6). 

Un-surveyed area 

4.25 Street and aerial imagery of the small section of roadside verge that has not been surveyed was 
reviewed in order to describe the character of the habitats. The verge comprises a band of mixed 
Norway maple, rowan, sycamore, Leylandii sp. and Cyprus sp. There is limited understorey for 70 m 
of its northern section, and open mown grassland with four standard Norway maples in the southern 
corner (approximately 25 m).  

Invasive species 

4.26 A small area of wall cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis occurs at Target Note 1.  

Species 

4.27 The survey area is highly urban, comprising existing development and small areas of common and 
widespread habitats which offer very little resource for wildlife. There is however some, albeit limited, 
potential for protected species to occur and this is set out in the following sections. 
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Bats 

Desk study and inspection survey 

4.28 SEWBReC returned 48 bat records within 2 km of the Site. Most of these records are associated 
with the surrounding docks and road infrastructure, with additional records from residential areas 
(typically incidental records of unidentified species). Species recorded in the search area include 
noctule Nyctalus noctula, unidentified Myotis sp, Daubenton’s bat Myotis daubentonii, and soprano 
pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus.   

4.29 A total of five buildings were assessed during the survey.  External features suitable for use by 
roosting bats were recorded on four of the five buildings. The two toilet blocks adjacent to the market 
(buildings 1 and 3) were assessed as having medium potential to support roosting bats and the studio 
and brick building east of Lewis Road (buildings 4 and 5) as having low potential. Building locations 
and detailed results of the building inspections are provided in Section 9.  Photographs are provided 
in Section 10.  Building numbers and subsequent survey locations are shown on Figure 2. 

4.30 The ground-level assessment of trees found a single PRF on a common lime Tilia x europaeus east 
of building 4. This was inspected via endoscope and found to have negligible potential to support 
roosting bats. No PRFs suitable for supporting bat roosts were recorded on any other trees within or 
directly adjacent to the Site boundary.  

4.31 Most of the Site is likely to be of low value for foraging or commuting bats, given the lack of vegetation 
and the highly urban environment and associated lighting. 

Emergence / re-entry surveys 

4.32 No bats were recorded emerging / re-entering during any of the surveys.  

4.33 Bat activity around each of the buildings was low, particularly in open / well-lit areas. Common 
pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus, soprano pipistrelle and noctule were recorded commuting or 
foraging in low numbers during all surveys with the exception of the re-entry survey, when no bats 
were recorded. Common pipistrelle was the most frequently recorded bat; most of the records were 
from the surveys of the toilet blocks on 04/08/2021, with 86 passes recorded at the southern toilet 
block (building 1). Calls were attributed to up to two individual bats, which were recorded foraging 
around containers to the east of the southern toilet block (building 1) and occasionally in and out of 
the open market building (building 2). Surveyor locations around the buildings east of Lewis Road 
(buildings 4 and 5) were quieter with between 1 and 11 passes recorded during surveys. Passes 
recorded at each surveyor location are shown in Table 2, Appendix 1. 

4.34 The low activity levels are likely to be due to high light levels around the buildings3 and a lack of 
suitable habitats for prey species (due to the small amounts of vegetation around the Site). 

Birds 

4.35 SEWBReC hold >1000 bird records from within 2 km of the Site.  The large majority of these are 
associated with the Severn Estuary and surrounding docks and include a range of species 
associated with estuarine habitats such as scaup Aythya marila, goldeneye Bucephala clangula, and 
pintail Anas acuta along with birds recorded on spring or autumn passage such as firecrest Regulus 
ignicapilla, redwing Turdus iliacus, and fieldfare Turdus pilaris. Species recorded from urban contexts 
closer to the site include house sparrow Passer domesticus, starling Sturnus vulgaris, herring gull 
Larus argentatus and song thrush Turdus philomelos. 

4.36 The buildings offer nesting opportunities for a variety of common bird species. Although no nesting 
was confirmed during the survey, a recently fledged lesser black-backed gull Larus fuscus was 
observed on the market roof which may indicate nesting either within the building or nearby. Feral 
pigeon Columba livia f. domestica were noted roosting within the market and swallow Hirundo rustica, 

 
3 Building 1 and 3 were lit as a result of light spill from street lighting along Lewis Road, and Building 4 and 5 had security 
lighting installed on all aspects which were on throughout the surveys. 
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house sparrow Passer domesticus and pied wagtail Motacilla alba were all observed flying overhead 
during the survey.  

4.37 The more mature scattered trees, and denser areas of introduced shrubs and scrub are also suitable 
nesting habitat for common bird species.  

Reptiles 

4.38 SEWBReC hold eleven reptile records within 2 km of the Site.  The closest record is of slow worm 
Anguis fragilis, attributed to the railway line 767 m to the north-east. The remaining records are of 
slow worm and common lizard Zootoca vivipara associated with parks and gardens in the 
surrounding residential areas.  

4.39 Most of the Site is unsuitable for reptiles, offering no cover or foraging opportunities. There is some, 
albeit limited, potential for common species of reptile on and around the vegetated spoil pile and 
uncut areas of grassland which offer some suitable basking habitat and shelter for slow worm or 
common lizard. However, suitability is limited by the isolation of these areas by hard standing and 
existing infrastructure and limited reptile habitat in the heavily developed surrounding area. The Site 
is therefore very unlikely to support a population of reptiles.  

Invertebrates 

4.40 There are no invertebrate records associated with the Site itself. However, SEWBReC hold several 
records of invertebrate species, largely associated with parks and gardens in the surrounding 
residential areas. Species include cinnabar moth Tyria jacobaeae, small blue butterfly Cupido 
minimus, latticed heath moth Chiasmia clathrate, and buff ermine moth Spilosoma lutea. 

4.41 The unmanaged areas of grassland and the ephemeral/short perennial vegetation offer some 
suitable habitat for common species of invertebrate. However, given the limited extent, structure and 
quality of this vegetation, it is unlikely to be of importance to invertebrates.   

Other species 

4.42 Records of hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus, palmate newt Lissotriton helveticus, common frog Rana 
temporaria, and otter were also included within the desk study data.  Although they may occur in the 
surrounding area, there is no / extremely limited suitable habitat for these species within the Site 
itself, and they are considered very unlikely to be present. 
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5 Potential Impacts and Recommendations 

Designated sites 

5.1 The proposed enabling works are unlikely to impact upon the Severn Estuary or any non-statutory 
sites. This is due to the Site being largely comprised of existing development combined with its 
distance from any designated sites (>500 m), the intervening existing development and 
infrastructure, and the lack of any direct hydrological or habitat connectivity.  

Habitats and protected species 

5.2 The combination of desk study and field survey work identified that the Site currently supports a 
limited range of common and widespread habitats, the majority of which have little inherent ecological 
interest or potential to support protected species.  

5.3 No vegetation clearance or tree removal is proposed along the small area of roadside verge that has 
not been surveyed, and tree protection fencing will be installed along the road to ensure that trees 
are not damaged during any work within the carriageway. No ecological impacts are predicted. 

5.4 Potential impacts on protected species arising from the enabling works are likely to be limited to 
disturbance of breeding birds (if present).  Recommendations for appropriate mitigation and/or further 
survey work is set out below. A summary of relevant legislation relating to protected species is 
provided in Appendix 2. 

Bats 

5.5 The two toilet blocks adjacent to the market (buildings 1 and 3) were assessed as having medium 
potential to support roosting bats and the studio and brick building east of Lewis Road (buildings 4 
and 5) as having low potential. No bats were recorded emerging / re-entering the buildings during 
the surveys. Low numbers of bat passes were recorded around the buildings throughout the surveys.  

5.6 The buildings on Site are not considered likely to support any current bat roosting activity and no 
impacts on bats are likely to occur as a result of the enabling works. As the buildings have potential 
for use by bats in the future surveys should be repeated if the conditions on Site change (lighting is 
reduced / site operation is altered). If there are no changes to Site conditions these results should be 
considered valid until the end of the bat activity season 2023. 

5.7 When buildings are demolished, this will result in the loss of potential features for roosting bats, it is 
recommended that during the main works phase potential roost features (hollow tiles, bat bricks, bat 
boxes, etc.) are installed on new buildings and lighting is directed away from these features and 
foraging areas. 

Breeding birds 

5.8 The buildings, trees, and denser areas of woody vegetation within the Site all have potential to 
support nesting birds.  

5.9 It is therefore recommended that demolition of buildings and any vegetation clearance is completed 
outside the bird breeding season (March – August inclusive). If this is not possible, buildings and 
vegetation should be inspected for nests by a suitably experienced ecologist immediately prior to the 
start of works. If active nest/s are found, work in the immediate vicinity (that could result in the 
damage / destruction of the nest) will be suspended until the nest is no longer active. 

Invasive species 

5.10 A small area of wall cotoneaster was recorded along the fence around Splott Market. This plant is 
listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and as such it is an 
offence to plant or otherwise cause it to grow in the wild. Care should therefore be taken to remove 
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this species, with measures to avoid inadvertently spreading it during vegetation clearance and 
construction.  

Opportunities for biodiversity enhancement 

5.11 Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 places a duty on public authorities to ‘seek to maintain 
and enhance biodiversity’ so far as it is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions. In 
doing so, public authorities must also seek to ‘promote the resilience of ecosystems’. Cardiff Council 
have confirmed that biodiversity enhancement will be incorporated into the main works phase of the 
development. Recommendations given below are for consideration during the design of the main 
works. 

5.12 The urban setting of the proposed development make achieving significant biodiversity enhancement 
challenging. However, appropriate measures may include: 

• Provision of roosting and nesting features for bats and birds within the design of the new 
buildings, tailored to both species recorded locally and the urban setting of the Site. 

• Inclusion of green roof/s sown with a suitable native meadow seed mixture on new buildings 
and/or smaller structures such as bike shelters to increase foraging opportunities for 
invertebrates, bats, and birds. 

• Provision of rain gardens or other natural flood/drainage management systems planted with 
native species.  

• Inclusion of native tree species within Site landscaping, including berry producing species to 
provide food for wintering migrant birds such as redwing.  

• Creation of pollinator strips and/or wildflower meadow i.e., strips of native wildflower species 
in free standing planters and/or landscaped areas around the new buildings to create new 
foraging habitat for invertebrates.  

• Use of a species-rich flowering lawn mix within amenity grassland areas to provide additional 
foraging areas for invertebrates. 

• Sensitive lighting of new nesting / roosting features and vegetated areas. 
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8 Photographs 

Target 
Note 

Description Photograph 

1 Typical area of ephemeral/short perennial 
vegetation and scattered introduced shrubs 
along fence line bordering Splott Market. 

 

2 Partly vegetated spoil pile at Lewis Road 
entrance to Splott Market.  

 

3 Typical area of tall ruderal vegetation at the 
edges of Splott Market.  
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4 Typical amenity grassland verge and small area 
of introduced shrubs around buildings east of 
Lewis Road.  

 

5 Semi-improved neutral grassland verge on Keen 
Road.  

 

6 Astroturf sports pitches in western parcel.  
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9  Target Notes 

 

Target 
Note 

Description Photograph 

1 Small area of wall cotoneaster along fence line of Splott 
Market.  

 

2 Moderately diverse area of ephemeral/short perennial 
vegetation in the process of developing into grassland to 
the north of Splott Market. Includes compact brome and 
yellow wort (not present in other areas). 

 

3 Wide verge of poor-semi improved grassland along Lewis 
Road.  Fly grazing with ponies noted. 

 

4 Unmanaged amenity grassland and scattered trees in the 
western parcel.  
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10  Results of Building Inspections 

 

Location Grid 
reference 

Building 
Height 
(m) 

Storeys Wall 
material 

Open 
sided? 

Hanging 
tile / 
cladding 

Roof 
angle 

Roof 
material 

Roof 
furniture 

Comments Potential 
value of 
building 

1 -  
Toilet 
block 
south 

ST 
20099 
75859 

3.5 m 1 Brick No No Pitched Corrugated 
material 

Boxed 
eaves 

There is a hole in the 
boxed eaves on the 
south side of the roof 
that gives access to 
the internal roof 
space. There may 
also be access under 
corrugated metal in 
areas where gutter is 
not in the way. All 
windows were open at 
time of survey.  

Medium 

2 -  
Market 
building 

ST 
20048 
75862 

10 m 2 Other Yes No Pitched Corrugated 
material 

None Corrugated metal 
building. No obvious 
features and is very 
light and exposed as 
the side of the 
building is open to 
north and east. 
Inspected inside and 
outside. 

Negligible 
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Location Grid 
reference 

Building 
Height 
(m) 

Storeys Wall 
material 

Open 
sided? 

Hanging 
tile / 
cladding 

Roof 
angle 

Roof 
material 

Roof 
furniture 

Comments Potential 
value of 
building 

3 -  
Toilet 
block 
south 

 
ST 
20064 
75915 

3.5 m 1 Brick No No Pitched Corrigated 
material 

Boxed 
eaves 

There is a hole in the 
boxed eaves on the 
west side of the roof 
that gives access to 
the internal roof 
space. There may 
also be access under 
corrugated metal in 
areas where gutter is 
not in the way. All 
windows were open at 
time of survey.  

Medium 

4 -  
Lewis 
Road 
brick 
building 

 
ST 
20185 
75911 

8 m 2 Brick No No Hipped Tile Soffits Small gap under lead 
flashing on the east 
and west of the porch 
roof above the door. 
Small gaps between 
soffit and wall on east, 
and west aspects. Air 
bricks / small vents in 
wall on east aspect. 
No features on south 
or north aspects.  

Low 
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Location Grid 
reference 

Building 
Height 
(m) 

Storeys Wall 
material 

Open 
sided? 

Hanging 
tile / 
cladding 

Roof 
angle 

Roof 
material 

Roof 
furniture 

Comments Potential 
value of 
building 

 5 -  
Lewis 
Road 
Studio 

ST 
20159 
75974 

10 m 2 Brick No No Pitched Corrugated 
material 

Boxed 
eaves 

Brick building with 
metal cladding on first 
storey. Guttering on 
east and west is 
boxed in with metal 
creating a small cavity 
around it. There is 
some damage 
creating access points 
on east and west 
aspect. The guttering 
feature is not present 
on north or sound 
aspects, and no other 
features were 
identified. 

Low 
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11   Bat roost potential assessment photographs 

 

 
 

 
 

Building 1 east  Building 1 feature in boxed eaves  

  

Building 2 east Building 2 internal 

  

Building 2 north Building 2 west 
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Building 3 internal Building 3 north-east. 

 

 
Building 3 south. Building 4 apex west 



 

 

25                                                                                 01/07/2022 

 

 

 
Building 4 west Building 4 north 

 
 

Building 4 porch north Building 4 porch south 
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Building 4 south Building 4 west and north 

 

 
Building 5 east Building 5 east, mid-section. 
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Building 5 north. Building 5 north-west. 

 
 

Building 5 south. 
Tree 1 common lime open wound with raised 
bark fully checked with endoscope. Negligible 

roost potential. 
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Appendix 1: Bat survey details 

Table 1: Details of Bat Survey Timings, Personnel and Weather Conditions 

Date Building Sunrise
/Sunset 

Survey 
Times 

Weather  
Surveyor* 

04/08/21 Toilet blocks 
(1 and 3) 

20:56 20:41 to 
22:26 

Start: 20ºC, Bf 0-1, 5/8 oktas, no rain. 
Finish: 17ºC, Bf 0-1, 2/8 oktas, no rain. 

RT, CA, KR 

12/08/21 Studio (4) 21:42 21:20 to 
22:12 

Start: 17ºC, Bf 0-1, 1/8 oktas, no rain. 
Finish: 16ºC, Bf 0-1, 5/8 oktas, no rain. 

RT, KR, JC, 
JG 

16/08/21 Brick building 
(5) 

21:25 21:19 to 
22:04 

Start: 17ºC, Bf 1-2, 6/8 oktas, no rain. 
Finish: 15ºC, Bf 1-2, 0/8 oktas, no rain. 

RT, CA, COR 

24/08/21 Toilet blocks 
(1 and 3) 

06:12 04:20 to 
06:27 

Start: 15ºC, Bf 1, 2/8 oktas, no rain. 
Finish: 13ºC, Bf 1-2, 1/8 oktas, no rain. 

KR, JC, CA 

*Rachel Taylor (RT), Charlotte Alsop (CA), Kirsty Rogers (KR), Joanne Conway (JC) and James Garside (JG) 

 

Table 2: Bat emergence survey results 
 

Passes recorded for each species during surveys 
 

Date 
Surveyor 
location 

Noctule Common pipistrelle Soprano pipistrelle Total 

04/08/2021 

S1 0 86 4 90 

S2 0 10 0 10 

S3 0 49 3 52 

12/08/2021 

S7 2 0 0 2 

S8 2 1 0 3 

S9 2 9 0 11 

S10 1 0 0 1 

16/08/2021 

S4 1 1 0 2 

S5 0 1 0 1 

S6 1 2 0 3 

24/08/2021 

S1 0 0 0 0 

S2 0 0 0 0 

S3 0 0 0 0 
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Appendix 2: Summaries of Relevant Policy, Legislation and Other 
Instruments 

This section briefly summarises the legislation, policy and related issues that are relevant to the main text of 
the report. The following text does not constitute legal or planning advice. 

Planning Policy Wales 11 

PPW 11 seeks to sustain and create places in which… 

• the role which landscapes, the historic environment, habitats and biodiversity, the characteristics 
of coastal, rural or urban environments play in contributing to Distinctive and Natural places are 
identified, understood, valued, protected and enhanced; 

• further fragmentation of habitats is avoided, wherever possible, and green networks, corridors 
and connecting habitat within developed areas is protected, and enhanced; 

• sites designated for their landscape or nature conservation importance are fully considered and 
their special characteristics and features protected and enhanced, whilst the network of sites 
should be recognised as being at the heart of improving the resilience of ecosystems; 

Paragraph 6.4.4 states that  

“It is important that biodiversity and resilience considerations are taken into account at an early stage 
in both development plan preparation and when proposing or considering development proposals. 
[……] All reasonable steps must be taken to maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote the 
resilience of ecosystems and these should be balanced with the wider economic and social needs 
of business and local communities. Where adverse effects on the environment cannot be avoided or 
mitigated, it will be necessary to refuse planning permission.” 

Paragraph 6.4.5 states that  

“Planning authorities must seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their 
functions. This means development should not cause any significant loss of habitats or populations 
of species, locally or nationally and must provide a net benefit for biodiversity. In doing so planning 
authorities must also take account of and promote the resilience of ecosystems……” 

TAN 5 Nature Conservation and Planning (Wales only) 

Technical Advice Note (TAN) 5 supplements Planning Policy Wales and provides advice about how the land 
use planning system in Wales ‘should contribute to protecting and enhancing biodiversity and geological 
conservation.’ 

The TAN provides guidance to local planning authorities on: ‘the key principles of positive planning for nature 
conservation; nature conservation and Local Development Plans; nature conservation in development 
management procedures; development affecting protected internationally and nationally designated sites and 
habitats; and, development affecting protected and priority habitats and species.’ 

In section 2.4 when deciding planning applications that may affect nature conservation, ‘local authorities 
should: 

• contribute to the protection and improvement of the environment…seeking to avoid 
irreversible harmful effects on the natural environment; 

• ensure that appropriate weight is attached to designated sites of international, national 
and local importance;  

• protect wildlife and natural features in the wider environment, with appropriate weight 
attached to priority habitats and species in Biodiversity Action Plans; 

• ensure that all material considerations are taken into account and decisions are informed 
by adequate information about the potential effects of a development on nature 
conservation; 

• ensure that the range and population of protected species is sustained; 
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• adopt a stepwise approach to avoid harm to nature conservation, minimise unavoidable 
harm by mitigation measures, offset residual harm by compensation measures and look 
for new opportunities to enhance nature conservation; where there may be significant 
harmful effects local planning authorities will need to be satisfied that any reasonable 
alternative sites that would result in less or no harm have been fully considered.’ 

At section 3.3.2 regarding Local Development Plans policies the guidance states that a policy should be 
included in respect of the application of the precautionary principle. 

Section 4 includes specific and detailed guidance, expanding on the principles set out in 2.4, in respect of the 
development control process including pre-application discussions, preparing planning applications, requests 
for further information and ecology in respect of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The broad principles 
of development control requirements are set out as follows: 

‘adopting the five-point approach to decision-making – information, avoidance, mitigation, compensation and 
new benefits; 

ensuring that planning applications are submitted with adequate information, using early negotiation, 
checklists, requiring ecological surveys and appropriate consultation; 

securing necessary measures to protect, enhance, mitigate and compensate through planning conditions and 
obligation; 

carrying out effective panning enforcement; and 

identifying ways to build nature conservation into the design of new development.’ 

Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 passed into law in March 2016. Part 1 of the Act sets out Wales' approach 
to planning and managing natural resources at a national and local level with a general purpose linked to 
statutory 'principles of sustainable management of natural resources' defined within the Act. 

Section 6 of the Act places a duty on public authorities to ‘seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity’ so far as 
it is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions. In so doing, public authorities must also seek to 
‘promote the resilience of ecosystems’. The duty replaces the section 40 duty in the Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act 2006 in relation to Wales, and applies to those authorities that fell within the previous 
duty. 

Public authorities will be required to report on the actions they are taking to improve biodiversity and promote 
ecosystem resilience. This is expanded on in sub-section (2): 

In complying with subsection (1), a public authority must take account of the resilience of ecosystems, in 
particular the following aspects—  

• diversity between and within ecosystems;  

• the connections between and within ecosystems;  

• the scale of ecosystems;  

• the condition of ecosystems (including their structure and functioning);  

• the adaptability of ecosystems. 

Section 7 concerns biodiversity lists and the duty to take steps to maintain and enhance biodiversity. It replaces 
the duty in section 42 of the NERC Act 2006. The Welsh Ministers will publish, review and revise lists of living 
organisms and types of habitat in Wales, which they consider are of key significance to sustain and improve 
biodiversity in relation to Wales. 

The Welsh Ministers must also take all reasonable steps to maintain and enhance the living organisms and 
types of habitat included in any list published under this section, and encourage others to take such steps. 

European protected species (Animals) 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) consolidates various amendments 
that have been made to the original (1994) Regulations which transposed the EC Habitats Directive on the 
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) into national law. 
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“European protected species” (EPS) of animal are those which are shown on Schedule 2 of the Conservation 
of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). They are subject to the provisions of Regulation 43 
of those Regulations. All EPS are also protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
Taken together, these pieces of legislation make it an offence to: 

a. Intentionally or deliberately capture, injure or kill any wild animal included amongst these 
species 

b. Possess or control any live or dead specimens or any part of, or anything derived from a 
these species 

c. deliberately disturb wild animals of any such species 

d. deliberately take or destroy the eggs of such an animal, or 

e. intentionally, deliberately or recklessly damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place 
of such an animal, or obstruct access to such a place 

For the purposes of paragraph (c), disturbance of animals includes in particular any disturbance which is 
likely— 

a. to impair their ability— 

i. to survive, to breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young, or 

ii. in the case of animals of a hibernating or migratory species, to hibernate or migrate; 
or 

b. to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they 
belong. 

Although the law provides strict protection to these species, it also allows this protection to be set aside 
(derogated) through the issuing of licences. The licences in England are currently determined by Natural 
England (NE) for development works and by Natural Resources Wales in Wales. In accordance with the 
requirements of the Regulations (2017, as amended), a licence can only be issued where the following 
requirements are satisfied: 

a. The proposal is necessary ‘to preserve public health or public safety or other imperative 
reasons of overriding public interest including those of a social or economic nature and 
beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment’ 

b. ‘There is no satisfactory alternative’ 

c. The proposals ‘will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of the species 
concerned at a favourable conservation status in their natural range.  

Definition of breeding sites and resting places 

Guidance for all European Protected Species of animal, including bats and great crested newt, regarding the 
definition of breeding and of breeding and resting places is provided by The European Council (EC) which has 
prepared specific guidance in respect of the interpretation of various Articles of the EC Habitats Directive.4 
Section II.3.4.b) provides definitions and examples of both breeding and resting places at paragraphs 57 and 
59 respectively. This guidance states that ‘The provision in Article 12(1)(d) [of the EC Habitats Directive] should 
therefore be understood as aiming to safeguard the ecological functionality of breeding sites and resting 
places.’ Further the guidance states: ‘It thus follows from Article 12(1)(d) that such breeding sites and resting 
places also need to be protected when they are not being used, but where there is a reasonably high probability 
that the species concerned will return to these sites and places. If for example a certain cave is used every 
year by a number of bats for hibernation (because the species has the habit of returning to the same winter 
roost every year), the functionality of this cave as a hibernating site should be protected in summer as well so 
that the bats can re-use it in winter. On the other hand, if a certain cave is used only occasionally for breeding 
or resting purposes, it is very likely that the site does not qualify as a breeding site or resting place.’ 

 
4 Guidance document on the strict protection of animal species of Community interest under the Habitats Directive 
92/43/EEC. (February 2007), EC. 
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 Birds 

All nesting birds are protected under Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) which 
makes it an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird or take, damage or destroy its nest whilst in 
use or being built, or take or destroy its eggs. In addition to this, for some rarer species (listed on Schedule 1 
of the Act), it is an offence to disturb them whilst they are nest building or at or near a nest with eggs or young, 
or to disturb the dependent young of such a bird. 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) places duties on competent 
authorities (including Local Authorities and National Park Authorities) in relation to wild bird habitat. These 
provisions relate back to Articles 1, 2 and 3 of the EC Directive on the conservation of wild birds (2009/147/EC, 
‘Birds Directive’5) (Regulation 10 (3)) requires that the objective is the  ‘preservation, maintenance and re-
establishment of a sufficient diversity and area of habitat for wild birds in the United Kingdom, including by 
means of the upkeep, management and creation of such habitat, as appropriate, having regard to the 
requirements of Article 2 of the new Wild Birds Directive…’ Regulation 10 (7) states: ‘In considering which 
measures may be appropriate for the purpose of security or contributing to the objective in [Regulation 10 (3)] 
Paragraph 3, appropriate account must be taken of economic and recreational requirements’. 

In relation to the duties placed on competent authorities under the 2017 Regulations, Regulation 10 (8) states: 
’So far as lies within their powers, a competent authority in exercising any function [including in relation to town 
and country planning] in or in relation to the United Kingdom must use all reasonable endeavours to avoid any 
pollution or deterioration of habitats of wild birds (except habitats beyond the outer limits of the area to which 
the new Wild Birds Directive applies).’  

Invasive non-native species 

An invasive non-native species is any non-native animal or plant that has the ability to spread causing damage 
to the environment. 

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) it is an offence to release, or to allow to escape 
into the wild, any animal which is not ordinarily resident in and is not a regular visitor to Great Britain in a wild 
state or is listed under Schedule 9 of the Act.  

It is an offence to plant or otherwise cause to grow in the wild invasive non-native plants listed on Schedule 9 
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  

 

 

 
5 2009/147/EC Birds Directive (30 November 2009. European Parliament and the Council of the European Union. 


